
 

 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
Jamestown Charter 

Township 
 

Ottawa County, Michigan 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

As Amended Through 
March 5, 2008 

 



 

   

 

1 

JAMESTOWN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

Table  of  Contents 
 
Section Name Page No.  
 
 CHAPTER 1 - TITLE AND PURPOSE 2 
1.1  Title 2 
1.2  Purpose 2 
1.3  Legal Basis 2 
1.4  Scope 2 
 
 CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS 3 
2.1  Rules Applying to Text 3 
2.2  Words Defined 3 
2.3  Accessory Building or Structure 4 
2.4  Accessory Use 4 
2.5  Agriculture 4 
2.6  Alteration, Structural 4 
2.7  Arterial, Primary 4 
2.8  Arterial, Secondary 4 
2.9  Basement 4    
2.10  Bedroom 5 
2.11  Bed and Breakfast Lodging 6 
2.12  Blight 6 
2.13  Building 6 
2.14  Building Envelope 7 
2.15  Building Height 7 
2.16  Child Care Center 7 
2.17  Conditional Rezoning 7 
2.18  Congregate Housing 7 
2.19  Development Plan 7 
2.20  Drive-in Business 8 
2.21  Dump 8 
2.22  Dwelling 8 
2.23  Dwelling, Below-Grade 8 
2.24  Dwelling, Farm 8 
2.25  Dwelling, One Family 8 
2.26  Dwelling, Two Family 8 
2.27  Dwelling, Multiple Family 8 
2.28  Dwelling Unit 8 
2.29  Essential Services 8 
2.30  Family 8 
2.31  Family Day Care Home 9 
2.32  Farm 9 
2.33  Farm Building 9 
2.34  Floor Area 9 
2.35  Floor Area, Gross 9 
2.36  Floor Area, Usable 9 
2.37  Foster Care Facility 9 
2.38  Garage, Commercial 10 
2.39  Garage, Private 10 
2.40  Gasoline Service Station 10  
2.41  Greenbelt 10 
2.42  Greenhouse 10 
2.43  Group Day Care Home 10 

 



 

   

 

2 

 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
(Cont'd) 

 
Section Name Page No.  
 
2.44  Hazardous Substance 10 
2.45  Home Occupation 11 
2.46  Junk 11 
2.47  Junkyard 11 
2.48  Kennel, Commercial 11 
2.49  Kennel, Private 11 
2.50  Lot 11 
2.51  Lot, Corner 11 
2.52  Lot, Flag 11 
2.53  Lot, Interior 11 
2.54  Lot, Through 11 
2.55  Lot, Width 11 
2.56  Lot Line, Front 11 
2.57  Lot Line, Rear 11 
2.58  Lot Line, Side 11 
2.59  Mineral Resource Extraction 12 
2.60  Mobile Home 12 
2.61  Mobile Home Development 13 
2.62  Motel 13  
2.63  Nonconforming Building 13 
2.64  Nonconforming Lot of Record 13 
2.65  Nonconforming Use 13 
2.66  Nuisance 13 
2.67  Open Space Preservation Project 13 
2.68  Park 13 
2.69  Path, Bicycle 13 
2.70  Planning Commission 13 
2.71  Planned Unit Development (PUD) 13 
2.72  Pond 13 
2.73  Principal Structure 14 
2.74  Principal Use 14 
2.75  Private Roads/Streets 14 
2.76  Public Utility 14 
2.77  Recreational Vehicle 14 
2.78  Roadside Stands 14 
2.79  Sanitary Landfill 14 
2.80  Setback 14 
2.81  Setback, Front 14 
2.82  Setback, Rear 14 
2.83  Setback, Side 14 
2.84  Signs 14 
2.85  Site Plan 14 
2.86  Story 15 
2.87  Story, Half 15 
2.88  Street 15 
2.89  Structure 15 
2.90  Vehicle 15 
2.91  Yard 15 
2.92  Yard, Front 15



 

   

 

3 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

(Cont'd) 
 

Section Name Page No. 
2.93  Yard, Rear 15 
2.94  Yard, Side 15 
2.95  Wild Animals 15 
2.96  Wireless Communication Facilities 15 
2.97  Zoning Administrator 16 
2.98  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 16 
2.99  Zoning District (Zone) 16 
 
 CHAPTER 3 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 17 
3.1  Application of General Provisions 17 
3.2  Accessory Buildings, Structures and Uses                                          17 
3.3  Dangerous Buildings 19 
3.4  Home Occupations 19 
3.5  Keeping of Animals 20 
3.6  Mixed Occupancies 21 
3.7  Minimum Requirements for Dwellings Outside of Mobile Home Parks  21 
3.8  Recreational Vehicle and Mobile Home Parking and Storage  22 
3.9  Outdoor Ponds and Farm Manure Lagoons 23 
3.10  Outdoor Storage or Disposal of Materials, Wastes and Refuse 24                                                                                                                                                                 
3.11  Razing of Buildings 25 
3.12  Swimming Pools 25 
3.13  Temporary Uses 25 
3.14  Traffic Visibility Hazards 26 
3.15  Transition Zoning 26 
3.16  Unclassified Uses 27 
3.17  Salespeople and Solicitors 27 
3.18  Required Right-of-Way 27 
3.19  Lot Width Measurement 27 
3.20  Arterial Setback Requirements 27 
3.21  Sewer and Water 28 
3.22  Dwellings on the Rear of Lots 29 
3.23  Building Height 29 
3.24  Bike Paths 29 
3.25  Multiple Principal Use Restrictions 31 
3.26  Temporary and Accessory Mobile Home Dwellings  31  
3.27  Timely Completion of Building Construction  33 
3.28  Driveways 33 
3.29  Reserved 35 
3.30  Child Care Security Measures 35 
3.31  Mineral and Soil Removal 35 
3.32  Sanitary Landfills 35 
3.33  Wind Turbine Generators 35 
3.34  Screening of Refuse Containers 37 
 
 CHAPTER 4 - ZONING DISTRICTS 38 
 
 CHAPTER 5 - ZONING MAP 39 
5.1  Zoning Map 39 
5.2  Map Interpretation 39 
5.3  Areas not Included Within a Zoning District  39  



 

   

 

4 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

(Cont'd) 
 

Section Name Page No.  
 

CHAPTER 6 - "AR" AGRICULTURAL-RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 40 
6.1  Statement of Purpose 40 
6.2  Permitted Uses 40 
6.3  Special Uses In The “AR” Agricultural-Rural Residential Zoning District 41 
6.4  Special Uses                                            41 

6.5  Development Requirements 44 

 CHAPTER 7 - "R-1" RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 46  
7.1  Statement of Purpose 46 
7.2  Permitted Uses 46 
7.3  Special Uses 46 
7.4  Development Requirements 46 

 CHAPTER 8 - "R-2" RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT  48  
8.1  Statement of Purpose 48 
8.2  Permitted Uses 48 
8.3  Special Uses 48 
8.4  Development Requirements 48 

 CHAPTER 9 - "R-3" RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT  50  
9.1  Statement of Purpose 50 
9.2  Permitted Uses 50 
9.3  Special Uses  50 
9.4  Additional Standards for Special Uses in the ‘R-3’ Residential District 51 
9.5  Development Requirements 52 

 CHAPTER 10 - "C-1" VILLAGE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT  53  
10.1  Statement of Purpose 53 
10.2  Permitted Uses 53 
10.3  Special Uses 53 
10.4  Development Requirements 54 

 CHAPTER 11 - "C-2" GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 56  
11.1  Statement of Purpose 56 
11.2  Permitted Uses 56 
11.3  Special Uses 56 

 



 

   

 

5 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
(Cont'd) 

 
Section Name Page No.  
 
11.4  Development Requirements 57 
 
 CHAPTER 12 - "C-3" INTERCHANGE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT  58  
12.1  Statement of Purpose 58 
12.2  Permitted Uses 58 
12.3  Special Uses 58 
12.4  Development Requirements 58 
 
 CHAPTER 13 - "B/I" BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 60 
13.1  Statement of Purpose 60 
13.2  Permitted Uses 60 
13.3  Additional Permitted Uses 61 
13.4  Special Uses 61 
13.5  Development Requirements 66 
 
 CHAPTER 14 - “I-2” PLANNED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 68 
14.1  Statement of Purpose 68 
14.2  Principal Permitted Uses 68 
14.3  Special Uses Permitted   69 
14.4  Uses Prohibited 69 
14.5  Area Height, Bulk and Placement Requirements  69            
14.6  Deferred Parking Space 70 
14.7  Building Materials Standards 71 
14.8  Landscape Requirements 71 
14.9           Open Storage 71 
14.10  Required Utilities 71 
14.11  Performance Standards 71 
14.12  Permitted Signs 72 
14.13  General Lighting, Screening and Fencing Requirements 72  
 
 CHAPTER 15 – 32

nd
 AVENUE-M6 CORRIDOR OVERLAY ZONE 73 

15.1  Statement of Purpose 73 
15.2  Applicability 74 
15.3  Permitted And Special Uses 75 
15.4  Submittal Information 75 
15.5  Access Standards 76 
15.6  Landscaping And Overall Site Design 77 
15.7  Commercial, Office and Institutional Architecture 78  
15.8  Industrial Architecture 80 
 
 
 CHAPTER 16 – JAMESTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD OVERLAY ZONE 

  

 TO BE ADDED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

6 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
(Cont'd) 

 
Section Name Page No.  
 
 
 CHAPTER 17 – SITE PLAN REVIEW\ 82 
17.1  Site Plan Review 82 
 
 CHAPTER 18 – SPECIAL USE REGULATIONS 89 
18.1  Statement of Purpose 89 
18.2  Application Procedure 89 
18.3  Public Hearing 89 
18.4  Standards for Special Use Approval 90 
18.5  Issuance of Special Use Permit 90 
18.6  Attachment of Special Conditions  91 
18.7  Amendments 91 
18.8  Expiration 91 
18.9  Reapplication 91 
 
 CHAPTER 19 – PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD) REGULATIONS 92 
19.1  Definition and Purpose 92 
19.2  PD Eligibility 92 
19.3  Project Design Standards 92 
19.4  Applicable Regulations 93 
19.5  PD Design Considerations 93 
19.6  Effects 94 
19.7  Application and Processing Procedures 94 
19.8  Optional Public Hearing  96 
19.9  Standards For Approval 96 
19.10  Final Approval by the Township Board 96 
19.11  Conditions 97 
19.12  Performance Guarantees 97 
19.13  Phasing and Commencement of Construction  97 
19.14  Effect of Approval 98 
19.15  Modification of a PD 98 
19.16  Bicycle Paths 98 
 
 CHAPTER 20 - NONCONFORMING USES 101 
20.1  Continuance of Nonconforming Buildings, Structures or Uses 101 
20.2  Creation of Nonconforming Lots 101 
20.3  Nonconformance Due to Use Type 101 
20.4  Nonconformance Due to Use Dimensions and Locations  102 
20.5  Nonconformance Due to Zoning Amendment or Reclassification 102 
20.6  Restoration and Repairs 102 
20.7  Unused or Vacated Nonconforming Uses 102 
20.8  Change of Nonconforming Use 102 
20.9  Buildings or Structures Under Construction 102  
20.10  Prior Unlawful Use 102 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

7 

 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
(Cont'd) 

Section Name Page No.  
 
  
 CHAPTER 21 – OFF STREET PARKING AND LOADING 103 
21.1  Scope 103 
21.2  Design and Construction Requirements 103 
21.3  Minimum Required Parking Spaces 104 
   
 
 CHAPTER 22 -  BOARD OF APPEALS 109 
22.1  Creation 109 
22.2  Membership-Terms of Office 109 
22.3  Organization and Procedures 109 
22.4  Appeals 110 
22.5  Stay 110 
22.6  Representation 110 
22.7  Fees for Appeal 110 
22.8  Duties and Powers 110 
22.9  Variances 111 
22.10  Limits of Power 112  
 
 CHAPTER 23- WIRELESS  COMMUNICATION FACILITIES (WCF) 113 
23.1  Purpose 113 
23.2  Level 1 – Permitted Uses and 113 
    Permitted Uses Within Permitted 
    Use WCF Overlay Zones 
23.3  Level 2 – Special Uses Within 114 
     Special Use WCF Overlay Zones 
23.4  Level 3 – Special Uses Outside of 114 
      Special Use WCF Overlay Zones 
23.5  Standards and Conditions 114 
       Applicable To All WCF Facilities 
23.6  Standards and Conditions  116 
       Applicable to Special use  
       Facilities 
23.7  Application Requirements 116 
23.8  Co-Location 117 
23.9  Removal 119 
 
 CHAPTER 24 - SIGNS 121 
24.1  Description and Purpose 121 
24.2  Definitions 121 
24.3  Signs Prohibited 123 
24.4  Signs Exempted 124 
24.5  Signs Not Needing a Permit 124 
24.6  Sign Permits and Application 124 
24.7  Design, Construction and Location 125 
       Standards 
24.8  Sign Regulations Applicable to 125 
       All Districts 
24.9  Billboards 127 
 
 

 



 

   

 

8 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
(Cont'd) 

Section Name Page No.  
 
 
24.10  Nonconforming Signs, Illegal 128 
       Signs and Signs Accessory 
       To Nonconforming Uses 
24.11  Measurement of Signs 128 
24.12   AR Agricultural District 128 
24.13  Residential Districts 129 
24.14  Commercial Districts 129 
24.15  ‘B/I’ Business and Industrial 130 
        And I-2 Planned Industrial 
        Districts 
 
 CHAPTER 25 – ACCESS MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS   
           
25.1  Intent 134 
25.2  Applicability 134 
25.3  General Access Requirements 134 
25.4  Driveway Spacing and Location 137  
 
 CHAPTER 26 – LANDSCAPE STANDARDS          
 
26.1  Intent                              139 
26.2  Buffer Yards Required 139 
26.3  Minimum Landscaping Within 139 
       Required Buffer Yards 
26.4  Off-Street Parking Areas 140 
26.5  General Landscape Standards 141 
 

CHAPER 27 – REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF SITE CONDOMINIUM 
PROJECTS 

27.1  Purpose and Scope 144 
27.2  Definitions 144 
27.3  Review of Preliminary Plans by the Planning Commission  145  
    Standards and Required Improvements  
27.4  Planning Commission Recommendation  147  
27.5  Review and Recommendation Concerning Final Plans by  147  
    Planning Commission  
27.6  Review and Consideration of Site Plan Approval by the Township Board 148 
27.7  Contents of Final Site Condominium Project Plan 149  
27.8  Construction Schedule; Commencement of Construction; Issuance of 

Permits  150  
27.9  Expandable or Convertible Condominium Projects 150  
27.10  Review and Approval of Changes  150 
           To Approved Site Condominium Projects 
27.11  Incorporation of Approved Provisions in Master Deed 150  
27.12  Approval Effective for One (1) Year; Extensions  150  
27.13  Exemption of Existing Projects 150 
 
 CHAPTER 28 –OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION PROJECTS 152 
28.1  Purpose and Applicability 152 
28.2  Review Procedure: Review by 152 
           Planning Commission 
28.3  Items Submitted for Review 152 



 

   

 

9 

 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
(Cont'd) 

Section Name Page No.  
 
 
28.4  Determination of Number of Lots 153 
28.5  Open Space Requirements 153 
28.6  Development Requirements 155 
 
 CHAPTER 29 – ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 157 
29.1  Zoning Administrator 157 
29.2  Police Powers 157 
29.3  Eligibility 157 
29.4  Zoning Permit 157 
29.5  Exemptions From Permit 158 
      Requirements 
29.6  Fees for Permit and Certificate 158 
      of Compliance 
 
 CHAPTER 30 – PENALITIES AND REMEDIES 159 
30.1  Violations of this Ordinance a 159 
     Municipal Civil Infraction  
30.2  Persons Authorized to Issue 159 
      Municipal Civil Infraction 
      Citations 
30.3  Violations are a Nuisance per se 159 
30.4  Rights and Remedies Cumulative 159 
 
 CHAPTER 31 – VALIDITY AND INTERPRETATION  160 
31.1  Validity 160 
 
 CHAPTER 32 – AMENDMENTS 161 
32.1  General 161 
32.2  Initiation of Amendments 161 
32.3  Amendment Applications 161 
32.4  Amendment Procedure 161 
32.5         Amendment Standards 161 
 
 CHAPTER 33 – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  163                 PROVISIONS
33.1  Administrative Liability 163 
33.2  Severability 163 
33.3  Repeal 163 
33.4  Effective date 163 
 

CHAPTER 34 – COMPILED PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD) 
AMENDMENTS  164 

 
1- Spring Grove Farms PD 165 
2- Spring Meadows PD 170 
3- Bridlewood PD 177 
4- Valley Vista PD 180 
5- Jamesfield PD 183 
6- Country Living Estates PD 187 
7- Rolling Meadows PD 190 
8- Spring Meadows PD Amendment 193 
9- Country Acres Estates PD 194 


